New Trust Lets Coles Share Secret

Coles, 27, is immensely popular with his Jets teammates, and intensely private. There is a reason, he said, he has stiff-armed the world at large, an explanation unknown to even his closest friends.

From the ages of 10 to 13, Coles was molested by a man his mother later married.

To endure something like that "is devastating.  My trust level for people just left," he said. "It just kind of destroyed my relationships, with allowing new people into my life."

Unable to communicate his pain, Coles found expression in football, becoming a top receiver in the National Football League.
 
"You don't want to talk about it," he said. "You want to keep it on the down-low. You don't want to tell everything that has happened because it doesn't feel right. At the same time, you do kind of blame yourself for what's happening. You feel like it's your fault.“

When Coles was an eighth grader, he said, he found out that his stepfather "was telling my friends that I was gay, but they were not supposed to let people know that I was.“

When a friend confronted Coles about this at school one day, Coles said he started throwing punches. "I was furious," he said. He remembered the police being summoned, taking him to a room on the school grounds and telling him, "Look, there has to be something else behind this for you to have reacted the way you did."
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